SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee


All Members of Finance and General Purposes Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on Monday 31st January 2005 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.











T N Stewart

24th January 2005







Clerk to the Council

AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES
2. TO RECEIVE STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM 

MEMBERS














(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)  Personal interests.

3. PRESENTATION BY ALAN STONE, TECHNICAL OFFICER, ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES MBDC











(7.45pm)

Mr Stone will be attending to give a short presentation on the conclusions of the recently completed Detailed Assessment of Air Quality at the A1 Sandy Roundabout
4. PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL













(8.00pm)

(ANY PLANS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL WILL BE ON DISPLAY IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM FROM 7.15 P.M. ONWARDS AND MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO VIEW THESE PRIOR TO THIS ITEM).

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)
5. MINUTES










(8.20pm)

To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 13th December 2004 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meetings held on Monday 17th  and Monday 24th January 2005. (PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED)

6. MATTERS ARISING








(8.25pm)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

7. POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED/CONTRACTED WORKS  
(8.30pm)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

8. ANNUAL REPORT 2005








(8.35pm)

To receive and consider draft Annual Report (To go to Printer 2.2.05)
(COPY ATTACHED)

9. ANNUAL REPORT 2005 – DISTRIBUTION ARRANGEMENTS


(8.45pm)

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s Report. 
(COPY ATTACHED)

10. CLOSER WORKING WITH  MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL


(8.50pm)

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s Report. 
(COPY ATTACHED)

11. CLOSER WORKING WITH VOLUNTARY GROUPS



(9.10pm)

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s Report. 
(COPY ATTACHED)

12. YOUTH ISSUES









(9.20pm)

To receive and consider the Youth Section of the delegate’s report to the Action for Market Towns Convention.

(COPY ATTACHED)


13. HEATING IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER





(9.25)

To receive verbal report from Deputy Clerk.




*14. STRATFORD ROAD INTRUDER ALARM





(9.30pm)

To receive and consider the Deputy Clerk’s report.

  (COPY ATTACHED)
(EXEMPT INFORMATION – MEMBERS ONLY)
15. PRESS RELEASE








(9.35pm)

*IN VIEW OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS WHICH MAY BE TRANSACTED UNDER THIS ITEM (SECTION 14) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985, NOTICE IS GIVEN THAT THE PRESS AND PUBLIC MAY BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE DURING ITS CONSIDERATION

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	18.1.05

3/05


	04/02015/LDC

Mrs G P Scott

c/o Cliftons

Bridge House

121 Shortmead Street

Biggleswade

SG18 0BB
	Application for Lawful Development Certificate (existing) for use of building as retail outlet related mainly to greengrocery products and associated food produce at 10 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds

Near neighbours 2-10 Windsor Way and 1-8 Greens Close, Sandy notified
	
	F & G P 

31.1.05
	

	18.1.05

4/05


	04/02228/FULL

Glass Cutter UK Ltd

RKB House

New Road

Sandy

Beds
	Full application for the height of a roof to be raised and extension to existing factory at Tower Hill House, Unit 1 New Road, Sandy, Beds.
	
	F & G P 

31.1.05
	

	19.1.05

5/05


	04/02331/FULL

Mr Mrs K Cockerill

Daisybank Cottage

7 The Green

BEESTON

SG19 1PD
	Full application for the erection of garden shed and summerhouse with decking (retrospective)

At Daisybank Cottage,

7 The Green, Beeston, Sandy, Beds
	
	F & G P 

31.1.05
	

	26.1.05

6/05


	04/02302/FULL

Manhattan Corp Ltd

Landmark House

Saxongate Trading Estate

6a London Road

Biggleswade

SG18 8PS
	Full application for the erection of a diner style restaurant and associated parking at land adjacent to former Tempsford Service Station, A1 Southbound, Tempsford, Sandy, Beds
	
	F & G P

31.1.05
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	26.1.05

7/05


	05/00053/FULL

Mr G J King

33 Royce Close

Dunstable

Beds

LU6 2NT
	Full application for change of use from A2 to D1 to be used as a dental practice at 7 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 1,2,3 St Neots Road and 6 Bedford Road, Sandy notified
	
	F & G P 

31.1.05
	

	26.1.05

8/05


	04/01509/FULL

Ashtenne Land Ltd

8/9 Northumberland St

London

WC2N 5DA


	Full application for the erection of 19 light industrial units (B1 use) with revised siting of Unit A, amended site boundary, secure fencing and access gates to site at land adjoining 67 London Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 67,91,93,90,92,94,96 London Road notified
	
	F & G P 

31.1.05
	

	26.1.05

9/05


	05/00095/SE73

Mrs E A Dubois

c/o D H Barford & Co

Howard House

17 Church Street

St Neots

PE19 2BU
	Full application for the renewal of planning permission for business development granted on 21/5/02, ref 02/00280/FULL for land at 63-65 London Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 80,82,84,86,88,90,92,

94,96 London Road and 1,2,3,4,5,6 Nursery Drive, Sandy notified

	
	F & G P 

31.1.05
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 31.01.05

6.  MATTERS ARISING

* (a) Planning Application 41\2001\1683 Fallowfield Estate, Shop, houses etc. (5.12.01) (F41/01)


Mr Mark Catley, District Valuer will attend to address Members at 7.30pm.

(b) Possible appointment of a Town Manager/Project Officer (5.4.04) (F73/03)


Cllr Aldis to report on progress with S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd.


(c) Farmers' Market (1.11.04) (F45/04).

The Deputy Clerk is continuing to investigate the possibility of establishing a Farmer’s Market in Sandy.  A written report will be submitted when investigations are complete.

(d) Trafalgar Weekend 21st - 23rd October 2005  (01.11.04) (F52/04)


The National organisers of the Trafalgar Weekend celebrations have written to advise that they will be sending their publication “Your Guide to Taking Part in the Trafalgar Weekend” to Councils in the first week of March.

 
(e) CCTV in Sandy – Mid Beds District Council Provision 13.12.04 (F61/04)

At the meeting of MBDC Executive Committee on 19th January 2005 the CCTV budget for the whole of the District was recommended for a cut of £10,000.  Negotiations are still taking place between District Council Representatives and Sandy Security to ascertain what this will mean for the service.



* EXEMPT INFORMATION - SECTIONS (9/12) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985.  THE PRESS AND PUBLIC MAY BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE FROM THE MEETING DURING CONSIDERATION OF THIS ITEM
 SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 31.01.05
7.  POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED CONTRACTED WORKS


2004/2005
(1) Capital Expenditure

Purchase of Ramps for loading L.D.V. Vehicle


The Deputy Clerk has ascertained that Groundcare Machinery Services who maintain and repair the Council’s equipment will collect and deliver items needing attention at no charge.  The Foreman of DSO has been instructed that staff must make use of this service rather than transporting machinery to the company themselves.  However, equipment is still transported between different venues in Sandy, necessitating either ramps or a drop down trailer for loading.

TFL Truck Fitments in Bedford have stated that they will honour the quotation they provided in June for the construction of suitable ramps.  The cost is £720.00, an increase of  £268.00 on the last estimate of £452.00.

Committee is requested for further instructions and, if the current quote is to be accepted, the source of the £268.00.
(2) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure

Set of Vehicular Gates to Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Estimates have been obtained for both wooden and metal replacement gates.  However, because they are considerably higher than the originally estimated figures they have been included in the estimates for 2005/2006.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 31.01.05



9. ANNUAL REPORT 2005 – DISTRIBUTION ARRANGEMENTS
The distribution of the Annual Report, as with its predecessor, the Annual Bulletin will be carried out to every house, office and business premises in the Town and has by previous resolution always been undertaken by elected Members.

A revised distribution list was approved last year and it is suggested that this remains the same, with Cllrs White and Jaeger undertaking the deliveries of the Members they replaced.

However, the ill health of two Members of the Council means that the areas they were to deliver to will have to be re-allocated, below is a list of the relevant roads, together with the number of properties on each.


	Area D
St Neot’s Road

194

Greens Close


    7

Banks Drive


  48 (at least)

Carter Street


  26

Pentland Close

  12

Arran Close


  20

Oak Close


  25

Rowan Court


    6

Cottage Road


  36


	Area A

West Road


  56

Queen’s Road


  49

South Road


  39

Poplar Close


  20

Braybrooks


  13

Sandford Rise


  44

Allhallows


    9




Members are reminded that the annual reports will be ready for them to collect on 14th March for distribution by 3rd April.


SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY
-SUGGESTED DISTRIBUTION AREAS FOR 2005 
INFORMATION ATTACHED
SANDY ANNUAL REPORT



   

ACTION REQUIRED
- COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED TO APPROVE THE DISTRIBUTION LIST AND ADVISE AS TO THE RE-ALLOCATION OF AREAS 1 & 2 ABOVE

S M Foster

Deputy Clerk to the Council

21st January 2005

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 31.01.05

10. CLOSER WORKING WITH  MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

The Mayor’s report from the NALC Annual Conference highlighted the possibilities of establishing a closer working relationship with the District Council.  In the example given the District Council quoted has and Executive Member responsible for Town and Parish Council’s liaison and Borough Officers are tasked to assist the Towns and Parishes where specialisms (IT, HR, Planning etc) may be required.

Sandy Town Council has service agreements in place with Beds CC/Hyder Business Services and with Bedford Borough Council for some of the functions suggested.  Officers of Mid Beds DC have attended Council meetings when requested to discuss various matters of importance to the Town Council.

Members are aware that under the Quality Council scheme closer working links with principal authorities is one of the possible benefits.  The setting up of these links is being explored at meetings between representatives of each authority and the Bedfordshire Town and Parish Council’s Adviser.  Cllr Jaeger and The Deputy Clerk will be attending the next meeting on February 25th 2005.


SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY
-NONE 
INFORMATION ATTACHED



   

ACTION REQUIRED
- MEMBERS ARE ASKED TO CONSIDER IF THERE IS ANY ADDITIONAL COURSE OF ACTION THEY WISH TO PURSUE IN ESTABLISHING CLOSER LINKS WITH THE DISTRICT COUNCIL
S M Foster

Deputy Clerk to the Council

21st January 2005
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 31.01.05
11. CLOSER WORKING WITH VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS
Again this item arose from the Mayor’s attendance at the NALC Annual Conference. The following is a list of possible ways that Town Councils could become involved with voluntary groups:


· As a provider of  Grants/Loans under Section 111 of the LG Act 1972

· By claiming back VAT on joint projects

· By inviting volunteers to Council Committees

· Council taking on long term responsibility for voluntary initiatives

· Council to partner with a campaigning body (eg CAMRA to keep the last pub open)

· Voluntary Groups to take on  Council’s responsibilities (eg playing field management or delivering newsletters)


Sandy Town Council has already established some of these links.  It took over management of the Skatepark (on which it had reclaimed the VAT) after it had been constructed.


SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY
-NONE 
INFORMATION ATTACHED



   

ACTION REQUIRED
- MEMBERS ARE ASKED TO CONSIDER IF THERE IS ANY COURSE OF ACTION THEY WISH TO PURSUE IN ESTABLISHING CLOSER LINKS WITH VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS IN SANDY

S M Foster

Deputy Clerk to the Council

21st January 2005

8

